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TEON TONHARSON

How encouraging 2nd gratifying for a missionary wno is cent among lhe

infidels, if W¥pon entering into his new field of apostolate, he had

the good fortune to find among the diverse tribesto evangelige
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ind1v1duals of cledr cut carscter, with mental faculties naturally
opened to spiritusal ¥é§$£i2; and morgl healthy in their habite of
lifeglndividuals, who, &t firet audition of the word of God, squarely
take their stand for the faith; and besides their personal fefvoae
after embracing the Paith; they, moreover, add, with the weight
of their example, the influence of their disoourses to urge their
compatroite to accomplish the same rational act, to adapt the same
line of conduet which is to be followed by all men. and women worthy
of their origin, namely, the acceptanee and the practice of the

Religion preached by the Apostles of “hrlct.t‘ ‘ 1; qﬁ‘”‘“"

Anmong the early !Miggionaries of

comissioned to go from Qacbec to presch the Gospel ,amongst the
ierce ‘Iroquoig, after entering their wild eé%%ﬁ%éﬁ%§{£he way of

E; peace, mefe,by no means, deprived of that consolation and helping

gupport coming from individuels of such & high type, in tnelr h rd
labors amid countless s handicaps they had at everJVfo affront and

overcome in their apostelic courges.

[heze were goule prepared in advance by God for such specifie
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&

avocation celled laj-apastolate. They were instrumente thus m
fit by the Cfeator to work on margin of the priest's action &nd

activity in that particularly hard mission field, to enable him to
achieve suecceses in the momentous work of implanting the banner of

the Faith in their country so long and systematically shut up to

u11 evangeligation. i
These percons , men or women, deserve recognitionifrom God

fﬁﬁiﬁ,Afrom the Church, from the christian world, and especially

from their own pwople whom they should take as model of christian

conduct.



g described ebove )

£ Teontonhaé@on wae & woman: of such personal merit
or

1

her iril caracter, her devotedness to Religion and firmety in the
Waith,amidlworet circumstances. It is under these feelinge that we

dedicate thegse few following pages dediesated to her Dlessed memory,

Teontonhaqbon to begin with,signalized herself at firet in

the field of 15y apostolate in choosing,}ike Iazarus'Sisters, ‘the mseed-

usive ‘honnour of to our Lord; = : » -
\ 3 91v1ng hospi tality for,en the arrival of the first:

Micssioners, mentioned above, she obligingly offered to them the free

a4

uge of her lodge fes & chapel for any lenght of time , thus’the

first mae

m
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ever gaid on the Iroquois soil was under her roof,

November 1655,at Onondagas Village, (now, Syracuse, N, Y.) The
guesgt
"atherge--—-- Rather Our Tord, continued to be the welcoﬁ“ undertlwg

;profered
Pr " S : e wods f i
“ne roof unulvx 8 gpecial building wasse provided them by the
natives for exclusive chrush functions. -
gsidersa-
Teoni}on‘éaon wasg bewides & woman of means for an ;ndian and of coneil
wor? -5 r-tad e, 3 b

tiow for her nobility according to Indian social code; but,

according to Christian code she was,above ;1£:WOrthywof;conéideration
for her high : . 2

appreciation of the Faith. Prom the beginning, her dispositions

relatively to the true religion were made clear by her menifest

determination to become & christian. To that effect she attended

&ll the instwuctions given in her lodge with & gimplicity of a

eladild and.after each ing tructlon, ghe gave herself no reet untll*

ghe commnnicated whet she had heard. to people who would otk care g0
much ag 40 hear the misecioner fnr themselves, .and the more so if such

were her own.relatives...

That noeg_gorth; woman, Teontonhaf%on, had not been stranger
either to negotiations carried on for the peace, Whiﬁg nad beeﬁ
wrought of late with the French. PFor this purpose,Awent algo to
Quebec, with her hugband, who was the chief of the embasgsy composed

of thirthy members, which embassy, becide reconciliating the two



Bﬁﬁ-inVeteratE'WarringipértiEe egsulted in bringing along with them,

to théir country the two Jesuite, Chaumonot and Dablon, to apply themn.
selves actively to missionary work. .

During the delay of this Iroquois embassy at Quebec,
Teontonharason vieited the Ursuline Muns; she waes so much pleased
at seeing the Indians girls aédg%nvent go well trained by the
sisters- in diverse thinge, that she promised Mére de I'incarnation
to send her younger zister immediately, 1nti])§her own daughter
has grown 0ld enough to be sent also.

In those remote years, when harvests of gonls were to be made
on & larre  gcesale, in reason of the country being new and peopled
with g0 many diversified tribes or races, alllto be converted,
to prevent unsincere conversion, to multiply by a too gresat
faeility of admiggion, "od took upor Himself to test at times
the virtue of the aspirents by permitting adversities to assail
t@;%. Sometimes trials were sent to neopytes after their beptism
gsometimes vefore. ‘Thcse tyials served to them to put forth
into zadtef their purity of intention, their genuine desire to

become cheistians, by their perseverance in asking Baptism in

spite oﬁal] rebukes and difficulties.

mhe most fertile source of annoyence and intimidation for
thoge then comtemplating baptism wag that l*e"lioh guperstition
oisgon
nermeatlng Indian 0)+h,peieonlng 4%y whic H‘*nelr own medecine
men kept continually injecting into them, telling that Taptism
or profession of Christian Doctrine wes by itself a curse to
Indians and liable to draw upor any new convert Woréirmisfortunes

8 person can gsuffer on earth...

: <
Teontonharasl has been a striking vietim of that



superstitious beliéef on the part of her own people on account

of the very calamities ¥h&% peset her Juet in the period of her P

preparation 4o Baptiem,gnd continuing after her edoming effectively-
& chrigtian... ' i,

Our'heroiné ag soon ag she had commenced to believe and
espoused the cause of our iivcﬁ%eligion‘ putting. her cabin at
the disposition of the Misgsioners for public prayers, catechism
and religious service in general, the faﬁ%ical people were not

genut of : - ~
glow in chanting on o4y tones their gnthem$of prophetic® woes,: A
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in the form of sickness or athef célamities that were going to 5éf€1i>

her and her own family for ranping herself so wholeheartedly on the

\\\\\\\\\gégf of the new Religion.

Then what & thunderbalt, we can easily imagine it wasg,

fox,that 20 well started woman in. the way e of devotion to Geod's
?e;igion when she saw hergelf afflicted with the very evils
which seemed to give reason to pagan anathemag pronounced in
anticipation against nerfon account of her taking to the cause
of the religion of the rench against pagan worshipy incurring
thereby the just wrath of their irritated divinities.

In feact, =& malign and undescribaﬂk’malady seized upon her
person, prostrating her séricken body on a mat &t the very tim
her lodge was being used &g a temporary chapel, and in the middﬂbu{jdh
course of her preparation to Baptism.

At about the same time reached her the sag news that her
mother, & good cathecumen had csuffered a,broken leg in an
accident which ghe met ;t work, the ¢ud-f>ilowin%Agrandmother‘s
baptism, Som daye later, as an overflowing measure of misfortunes,
a gon of hers of about ten years of age, endowed with.& lovely
natural and of a candid pn,sioxuom;, most attentive to prayers,
was gelzed with an ardent fexyer that seemed willing to ravish
all csentiment out of him. All these severe blowe befalling her

in succesgion, ag if caused by some conjuration of superior

s
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agents, had no power to effect the bottom of her soul norjthe
least deter her from her good disposition -{Era;ers and other
religious services continmed to be\in her lodge. Bhe attended
all religious exefciseg stretched on her mat. Her young son all
emaciateé and weakemed dragged himself painfully neat the Priest

to oray and hsar the lessons of cathecism.

In this distressing condition, her spirit of faith realising
the advantage of the Sucrement to gain the whole merit of her :
sufferings ve¥are in view eg'eternity, ghe insiste& on being
baptized without further delay, which was accorded her 8n January
the 23rd 16566.

Practically when that courageous woman exposed up her forehead
to the running water of spiritual regeneration she was already
having one foot in the grave. Actually by her very hopeless
condition she waeﬁ%tambling block to the #aith, which Indian
unbelievers weee interpreting as & definitive argument in favour
of paganism. They were triumphant in the anticibation of her

death. They will be in posttion to sustain that the favours che
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had so lavishly accorded to the Bl&ck-?obes.?eligion delt the
initial blow to her health, and now her actual admittance to
Baptiem ig going to finish her.

But God will not permit such wrong to be done to the Faith:
nor submit to & longer trial a virtue already sufficiently
menifest. As God sent the sore he'shall effectuate the healing;
ag He inflicted the trial e will send the reward. And thus
make every thing turn to his own glory, to the good of the soule as

d in & wonderful wag.

e

to the advantage of the Paith, which He d
The mirecle of God was wrought by the virtue of Baptism

which, at that time opsrated a doable cure. Teontonharkon arose

from Baptismal fountaip with her body free from sickness at the

e

gsame time ag was her goul’purified of sin.
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Surprise, Gratitude, were filling the haart of every new
christian in presence of such & marvel. After this happy ement, her
giek son was taken to thesame salutary Fountain for fear he
shuulf die before the end of the day. Baptiem sured the boy alsa.
Fever left him non-committantly with the pouring of the gacred
water, ag if chaged by a magical viwsse. A double wonderment!
doubled rejoicing, for the double demonstration of the divéne
vittue of the 3Sacrament.
nod'had not withdrawn right then from hig Sacrement its
curing effect in behalf of that well deserving and faithful
waman; since Heaven sﬁi]l continued to lavigh its favours toward
Tedtonhafon's family‘ﬁfais rems&rkable woman had two aunte who
were veyy sick,‘one of them on the verge of death. OQur new neophyte
spoke to them of the virtues of Baptism even to cure the body;
(as, she had previously experienced hergelf,) If only they
would helieve. Thereupon the Pather is called. He heara& their
Aﬂsire, and they in turn, listened to him. Helinstracted them,
and they believed; he made them understand that. Baptisgm, ies for
the benefit of the soul rather than the body. They &accepted.
Their good disposition being warrented, raptism was conferred
to them.» The women were iﬁmediately cared to the great astonishment
of the people. In recognition of their two simultaneous cures,
together with that of their souls, they preached the wonders of

f the PFaith. Defending it against

o

God, and the benefienciency
those who would attack that grest Religion by accusing the pégans

for believing it «to be the cause of many evils. ¢
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